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SDF Conference 2019
CONFERENCE CONTRIBUTIONS: PROPOSAL FORM
The Staff Development Forum (SDF) is a not-for-profit charitable organisation, representing and working with staff and organisational developers in Higher Education (HE) to enhance the efficiency, effectiveness and organisational performance of the sector and its workforce.
This year’s SDF Conference, entitled ‘Building bridges for emerging futures’, will focus on five key themes:

· Building connectivity: Build connectivity in times of continuous emerging technologies to help us surface from the silos;

· Rise of the humans: Embrace the rise of the humans and how we can develop ourselves and others further with play, storytelling and active learning;

· Learning playground: Explore tools, techniques and approaches in the safe environment of Staff Development Forum’s learning playground

· Future scanning: Connect with other professionals to collate, make sense and take decisions from data and horizon scanning;

· Celebrate collegiality: Celebrate the value of what staff developers and colleagues outside SDF and the sector do well to develop others.
This will be achieved through plenary sessions, debate, workshops and offer conference exhibitors. Contributors will come from a variety of industries and professional capacities

Our aim is for as many colleagues to attend the event as possible, please can you therefore be as specific as possible in describing your session and defining who it is aimed at, as colleagues will use that information to determine which sessions are right for them.  

Please complete the table below with the requirements for your session and return to Wendy.mason@sdf.ac.uk by no later than17 May 2019
	Lead contact and contact details:
	

	Facilitator(s) full name and organisation/service area:
	

	Facilitator(s) email address and Twitter handle/LinkedIn address, or other social media:
	

	Title of proposal:
	

	Conference themes:


	( Building connectivity

( Rise of the humans

( Learning playground

( Future scanning

( Celebrate collegiality



	Session Format: 


	( Workshops – 60 minutes

( Symposium – 60 minutes

( Debates – 30 minutes

( Pecha Kucha – 20x20 format (20 slides at 20 secs per slide)

( Learning Playground – 60 minutes

( Digital Poster Presentations 


	Delivery method:
	

	Who the session is aimed at:


	.



	Short abstract: (maximum of 50 words)
Please provide details of the focus you will be presenting in your session (for use on the SDF website).


	

	Outline: (maximum 400 words)

Please specify the details of your session/poster and how it links to the overall theme of the Conference theme and chosen strand (for use on the SDF website). 

	

	Key words:

Add keywords which help to define the session content (for use on the SDF website).


	

	Session learning outcomes: 

(for use on the SDF website).

	

	Audio-visual requirements:

The Hotel syndicate rooms have screens and data projectors, kindly let us know if you can provide your own equipment (e.g. lap tops) 


	

	Room layout:
	.



	Any other information:
	


NOTES ON COMPLETING THE PROPOSAL FORM 

Session formats:
· Workshops – 60 minutes

· Symposium – 60 minutes

· Debates – 30 minutes

· Pecha Kucha – 20x20 format (20 slides at 20 secs per slide)

· Learning Playground – 60 minutes

· Digital Poster Presentations 

Workshops will be allocated up to one hour. Can you engage participants in discussion or ‘testing’ of projects and initiatives? Do you have practical experience to share or want to move an initiative forward through consultation with participants? Then this format is for you. Sessions also present an opportunity to experience other development approaches, or demonstrations/hands-on use of technology.  The format should involve some element of presentation or facilitation on the part of the contributors, plus considerable discussion and/or practical activities involving participants. Please allow some time for questions and answers at the end.
Symposiums are expected to have three short (15-minute) presentations, followed by 15 minutes of discussion. Ideally, contributions will come forward as a complete symposium. In the case of incomplete symposiums, the Conference team will attempt to group presenters by themes. We are particularly interested in sessions delivered in collaboration between Schools/Services across institutions.
Debates  Do you have a provocative thought or idea in response to the conference themes? We are looking for pairs of ‘provocateurs’ who would like to present an idea to an audience of up to 150 and be prepared to enter into open debate or discussion of your idea. Our provocateurs will engage in debate, offering opposing arguments and putting forward opposing viewpoints, whilst recognising the commonalities and building bridges to understanding. Please outline your idea above.

PechaKucha is a presentation style in which 20 slides are shown for 20 seconds each. This will be automatically set up on the PowerPoint presentation. Presenters will have 6 minutes and 40 seconds in total for their presentations. The PechaKucha format keeps presentations concise and fast-paced. The Conference team will attempt to group presenters by themes. We are particularly interested in sessions delivered in collaboration between Schools/Services across institutions.
Digital Posters offer you the chance to share experiences with others in an informal way. If you have not previously contributed to a conference, why not try a poster?  Your poster can be one large text/graphic, or e.g. 3-5 PowerPoint slides printed out to create a ‘story’.  We do not expect posters to need tables or technology and cannot guarantee access to power sockets.  Depending on space constraints, poster displays may be on show throughout the whole conference
NOTE1: All learning materials (PowerPoint or similar) are expected to be received 2 weeks before the conference dates as the SDF makes those available to participants following a blended learning approach.

NOTE2: If for travel or other reasons you are unable to offer your contribution on any particular day or time during the conference period, please let us know.  We would expect you to attend the conference to deliver your session if accepted. We do not pay fees for attending.
Supporting material must be provided in advance (deadline Friday 1 November 2019):
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